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We all returned refreshed from our Mid-term break on Monday 4th November.

New Staff:
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We have another new member of staff who joined us on Monday 4th November.  Chloe Logue in the Primary 1 classroom working as a classroom assistant.






Sean Marty Lockhart:
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On 5th November Mr Sean Marty Lockhart started 
a six week PE programme with the P7 pupils.  
The PE lessons consist of games, skills and team 
building and great fun was had by all.  As a 
direct feeder school of St. Patrick’s College we 
benefit from both Science and PE lessons for KS2 
pupils.





Keeping Safe Workshops:
On Wednesday 6th November
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The theme of the Credit Union Art Competition this year was “Walk of Life”.
Well done to all our winners in the Credit Union Art Competition.


  7 years old and under		    8 – 10 years old			  11 – 13 years old
1st 	Ellen-Rose Hughes		1st 	Shauna O’Kane		1st 	Leona Martin
2nd 	Emma Ward			2nd 	Aoibheann Pickering		2nd 	Eva Bradley
3rd 	Sarah O’Neill			3rd 	Aoife Boorman			3rd 	Ciara Dillon
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Thanks to Carnglen Credit Union for their very generous prizes.



Accelerated Reading and Maths Assembly:
On Friday 8th November we had our Accelerated Reading and Accelerated Maths Assembly.

P5	~	Matthew Shaw, Conor Smith, Michael Convery, Finlay Dinsmore, Sophie Walls, Traolach			McMullan
P5/6	~	Daithi Scullion, Katie Hendry, Roisin Magee, Cliodhna Moore, Charlie Birt, Callum Casey, Daithi
		McDonnell
P6	~	Maria Conway, Charlie Shaw, Lisa Kerr
P7	~	Anton McCormick, Minnie McGahon, Aideen Currie, Ella Hughes, Conor Sargent, Shauna
O’Kane
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Anti-Bullying Week “Change Starts With Us”:
Monday 11th November marked the start of Anti-Bullying Week in school.
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School Council:
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RADAR Centre:
On Monday 11th November P7 the Mid Ulster Policing and Community Safety Partnership (PSCP) invited our Primary 7 pupils to visit the RADAR Centre in Belfast.  The visit covered a number of scenarios:- Road Safety, Fire Safety, Personal Protection, Anti-bullying, Anti-social Behaviour, E Safety and Farm Safety.
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[image: ]Fitness Freddy Fundraiser:
The pupils of St Brigid's Primary School took part in a Fitness Freddy health and fitness Challenge on Thursday 14th November 2019.  Proceeds have gone to School funds to purchase additional resources.
A brilliant morning was had by all our pupils raising an amazing £2,981.25.  A special thank you to the 83% of families who supported our fundraiser, in these difficult times, when funding for our children’s education has been so drastically cut.
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Highest Fundraisers:
Conor Sargent, Jack Scullion, Isla McDowall, Seamus Og Woulahan, Conall McKee, Molly Davey, Aoibhe Burke, Charlotte Convery, Charlie Dillon, Kelan McCorry 
Maria Scullion, Jack O’Neill, Connlaoth & Dara Mullan, Kai Tsang, Leo-Pat McAllister, Liam Devlin, Sean Birt, Anna Gribbin, Emily Rose McIvor, Sean McPeake, Ronan Duggan, Oisin Henry, James McPeake



Black Belt Success for Father and Son Duo:
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John and Pete Broderick, members of the Zanshin 
Shotokan Karate Club travelled to Corduff, Dublin 
on Saturday 2nd November to attempt their first Dan 
Black Belts together to become the clubs first Father 
and Son who obtained their Dan grades on the 
same day!  Both John and Pete have been training 
in the Zanshin Draperstown Dojo since 2016 and 
were some of the first people to join the newly 
opened club and are the first to achieve such a 
milestone.

The club, run by Sensei Yasmin Geddis, is very proud of John and Pete on their achievement, and are pictured holding their authentic Samurai Swords which are awarded to those who gain their 1st Dans.  They also received a glass plaque gift from Zanshin to mark their Dan Grades.  To attempt your 1st Dan, not only do you need to be a dedicated member who trains in the weekly classes but also must attend specific courses to maintain a high standard ofskills. On Saturday 2nd November both John and Pete, before the grading had started, participated in a gruelling 2-hour pre-grading training session under the instruction of two of the best UK Shotokan Karate Instructors - Sensei Sherry 9th Dan and Chief Instructor of the KUGB (Karate Union of Great Britain) along with Sensei Brennan 7th Dan, former World and European Double Champion. Then the father and son duo went through a 3-hour longgrading which comprised of Kata (structured and pre-planned movement), Kihon (basic movement) and Kumite (free sparring).  They were among 40 others attempting to grade with 4 other members from the Zanshin Shotokan Karate Club and we are happy to reportthat all of our students passed along with Pete and John.

If you would like to find out more information about the Zanshin Shotokan Karate Club and its 23 other clubs, you can find us on Facebook @ Zanshin Shotokan Karate Club / 07931981962 or call down on a Wednesday night from 7pm – 8pm at the Workspace in Draperstown to take advantage of your first free session.


Entrance Test:
On Saturday 16th November eighteen Year 7 pupils sat the Entrance Test in local grammar schools – we wish them well.


Road Safety Week: ‘Step Up For Safe Streets’:
Monday 18th November saw the start of Road Safety Week.  To mark Road Safety Week, we held a number of events to raise awareness.  Each child entered a whole school road safety poster competition. Two winners were chosen from each class. 
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On Tuesday 19th November the 
primary 1 and 2 children talked to 
Danny about crossing the road safely. 
 He talked to them about the green 
cross code.  The all put on their Hi-vis 
vests and crossed over the busy road 
with Danny.



On Wednesday 20th November we had “Walk on Wednesday WOW!”  176 pupils departed from Boyle’s Shop at 9:00am and walked in convoy to school.  They were accompanied by school staff and parents.  Our theme for the Walk to School is “Be Bright, Be Seen.”  Everyone wore bright clothes and hi-vis vests to remind us that we need to wear bright, reflective clothing when outdoors in the dark mornings and evenings. 
  
On Friday 22nd November we had a fabulous fancy dress day to promote all aspects of road safety.  We have had a very busy week celebrating Road Safety.
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Poster Competition Winners were:-
P1	Ethan Doyle and Cara Shaw
P1/2	Connlaoth Mullan and Aoibhin Ward
P2	Daire McMullan and Nessa Young
P3	Daniel Boyle and Dunja Samardzija
P4	Adam Harris and Daniella McDonald
P5	Conor Smith and Clodagh McGarvey
P5/6	Liam Devlin and Cliodhna Moore
P6	Seamus Og Woulahan and Isla McDowall
P7	Conor Sargent and Annie Ward

Fancy Dress Winners were:-
P1	Cathair Scullion and Mollie Duggan
P1/2	Cara McHugh and Cataleya Magill
P2	Conor Duffy and Charlotte Convery
P3	Odhran Brady and Caitlin McCloy
P4	Jessica Cushnahan and Ria O’Neill
P5	Daithi Holleran and Katie Birt
P5/6	Daithi Scullion and Karen Birt
P6	Conan O’Doherty and Serena O’Neill
P7	Henry Curley and Eadaoin Doherty

Congratulations to everyone who participated in the celebrations!         

Eco-Schools:
On Wednesday 27th November

The Water Bus:
The Water Bus paid a visit to the Primary 5 pupils on 28th November to teach them about the importance of water.  The scheme supported by NI Water invited the children onto their modified double decker bus to chat to children, show presentations and carry out experiments.  They learned about being water wise, the water cycle and how our water is treated.  Each child was sent home with a Water Smart pack and the task to label the mains water tap in their house.
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Mass of Thanksgiving:
On Saturday 7th December Fr Graham celebrated a Mass of thanksgiving for the school community remembering all living and deceased members of staff.  We were honoured to be a centre for parish Masses during the renovations of the Church.

Official Opening of St Mary’s Church Lavey on Sunday 8th December:
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School Mass to celebrate the Opening of St Mary’s Church:
On Monday 9th December it was a great honour and privilege for 
[image: C:\Users\mmceldowney660\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\LAVEY FINAL_18.jpg]St Brigid’s Primary School to lead the Liturgy at the First Mass in 
Our Lady of Mercy Church following it’s official opening.  A 
packed congregation attended morning Mass where pupils, staff 
and choir carried out the main Liturgical duties.  We have received 
so many compliments from community members who greatly 
enjoyed the service.  Onwards and Upwards.
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St Vincent de Paul:
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Again this year we supported the St Vincent de Paul food hamper appeal.  Our families very generously donated food items to school.  These hampers were carried up during the offertory Procession at Mass on Monday 9th December.  These were then distributed to those in need by St Vincent de Paul members.  Thanks to all our families who gave so generously to people in need.



Christmas Dinner:
On Monday 9th December 211 pupils and 26 staff enjoyed their school Christmas Dinner.  Thanks to Donna, Monica, Katie and Danielle.


Tedathon Raffle:
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We held a raffle in school from Monday 9th to Friday 13th December for the chance to win two super cuddly toys.  Henry and Ted Curley sold the raffle tickets each day at breaktime with all the proceeds going to the children’s Liver Disease Foundation.
Winners were Shay Cushnahan and Donal Ward.  Well done everyone.



Election:
Due to the election we all had a nice wee ‘Christmas Shopping Day’ on Thursday 12th December.


Christmas Jumper Day:
On Friday 13th December our School Council organised for everyone to wear their Christmas Jumpers for Save the Children.  Pupils could either wear their Christmas Jumpers (or decorate an old jumper) and donate £1 towards the official children’s charity.  A total of £207.50 was raised. 
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Christingle


On the evening of Wednesday 18th December saw us take advantage of our beautifully renovated Church to hold our Christmas performance.  For the first time we held a Christingle Service, with every pupil playing a part in this emotional and moving service.  From P1 “Little Drummer” leading 

Thank you so much to our parents and community of Lavey!  £1585.23 from your donations to the school fund at our Christingle.



Merit Assembly:     
Merit assembly was held on Friday 20th December and the Award winners were:

P1	~	Rosie Duggan, Charlie Carmichael, Mollie Duggan, Thomas Hearty, Olivia Keenan	
P1/2	~	Riona McPeake, Rose O’Kane, Eadaoin McCloy, Connlaoth Mullan
P2	~	Jamie McIvor, Kai Tsang, Daire McMullan, Seanin McTaggart, Eimear Duggan, Lucy Gallagher
P3	~	Sean Anderson, Shea Anderson, Ciaran McCloy, Ben Harris, Aimee Glackin, Ellen-Rose Hughes
P4	~	Niamh Hendry, Micheal McNally
P5	~	Aoife Boorman, Niamh Duggan, Clodagh McGarvey, Conor Donaghy, Jacob Larkham, Niamh
McPeake
P5/6	~	Lucie McMullan, Kelan McCorry, Daithi Scullkonb, Rosalie-Mae McCloy
P6	~	Rionach McNally, Callum Coyle
P7	~	Conor O’Neill, Caolan Selfridge, Carina Casey, Eva Bradley

Accelerated Reading and Maths Assembly: 

P5	~	Sean Birt, Daithi Holleran, Charlie Scullion	
P6	~	Lisa Kerr, Charlie Shaw, Anna Gribbin, Isla McDowall, Cathal Duggan	
P7	~	Minnie McGahon, Aidan Cooke


Shared Education
P1 Shared Education:

On the 28th November 2019 we had the Primary One children from Knockloughrim P.S. visit us for the very first time.  The children enjoyed getting to know each other through ice breaker activities, circle time, Play Based Learning, games and outdoor play.  This was a very fun day and the Primary Ones enjoyed meeting other pupils and making new friends. 
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P2 Shared Education:
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The Primary 2 children met up with 
their friends from Knockloughrim 
Primary School on Wednesday 13th 
November for a fun day based on 
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singing songs and playing games 
together. They talked about the 
importance of making friends and 
shared some ideas about how to make 
new friends. They worked together to 
create beautiful friendship wreaths. 




P3 Shared Education:
Primary 3 visited Knockloughrim Primary school on 13th of November. 



P4 Shared Education:
Primary 4 met with their Knockloughrim Primary School partners on Thursday 28th November.  They engaged in a variety of fun activities and learning experiences to help them build up their capacity to express feelings.  They enjoyed listening to poems, focusing on facial expressions that scenarios evoke in us, playing a feelings based game, drawing their portraits, discussing short video clips and describing experiences they have had.  Our classes enjoyed meeting up again to work and play together. 

[image: ]Christmas Capers for Primary 1 pupils:
[image: ]On Tuesday 3rd December our Primary One children got 
into the Christmas spirit by attending Springhill with 
their Knockloughrim P.S. friends.  They were split into 
mixed groups where they made special Christmas crafts, 
played fun festive games and even met Santa Clause!  
The children had a very enjoyable day building on their 
relationships with children from the other school and 
starting their Christmas celebrations. 
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Christmas Capers for Primary 2 pupils:
Tuesday 10th December Primary 2 went to Springhill with their friends from Knockloughrim P.S.  While they were there they played lots of Christmas games, made beautiful Christmas cards and got to meet Santa!!  It was a wonderful day!!  
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CROSS COUNTRY





Cross Country:
[image: E:\DCIM\102OLYMP\PA170215.JPG]Following on from their success at the Magherafelt heat of Mid Ulster Council cross country competition at Tobermore the girls’ and boys’ teams competed in the final at Cookstown on 5th November.  The distance for the final was 1500m over a more challenging course, given the steepness in parts and the very soft ground in other parts.  The teams from St Brigid’s P. S. coped well with these challenges and set off at a fast pace to avoid the crowing in the early stage.  The race combined the girls’ and boys’ teams and, though this was a new experience it did not disrupt the determination of the runners.  At the end of the winding course Rory and Henry were first boys home and, for the girls Leona took first place and in doing so finished ahead of most of the male competitors.  Sean was unable to complete the course and despite this St Brigid’s runners took 8 of the top 20 places, making it another very successful outing with the girls’ team place 3rd while the boys’ team took 1st place.  This was the 4th successive success for the school.  Will 2020 see a Drive (or should that be Run) for Five?




Cross Country:
On Wednesday 4th December the Flahavan’s Cross Country team of six girls and six boys headed off to Ulster University, Coleraine to take part in Round two of the Causeway Coast qualifiers of the Flahavan’s Primary Schools Cross Country competition.  The teams from St Brigid’s went into the event determined to give improved performances to ensure that both teams would qualify for the NI Finals.  The girls put in a big effort and reduced the scoring gap significantly to guarantee 3rd place overall.  The boys, taking their cue from the girls, and free from any mishap totalled a remarkable 12 points, just 2 off maximum points and moved into 1st place overall.  
Leona took silver in the girls’ race while Henry and Rory took gold and silver respectively.  This finish gave Rory the trophy as the top performancer in the boys’ heats.  Leona was runner up in the girls’ heats.  Congratulations to the runners from St Brigid’s on their achievement, the only school in the Causeway area to have both teams qualify for the final at Mallusk on 22nd January.  The teams also hope they have retained their trophies for another year.  The teams were Leona Martin, Aoibheann Pickering, Caitlin McPeake, Isabelle Regan, Niamh McPeake, Sadie Kilpatrick, Callum Coyle, Caolan Selfridge, Conon O’Doherty, Henry Curley, Rory Boyle and Sean McPeake.
Sports Events





Football Tournament for the Five Feeder Primary Schools:
Monday 18th November marked the first St. Patrick's College Cluster Football Tournament.  Two hundred and eight children from the 5 direct feeder Primary Schools (St. Brigid's P.S, Tirkane, St. John's P.S, Swatragh, St. Mary's P.S, Glenview, St. Patrick's P.S, Glen and St. Brigid's P.S, Mayogall) participated in the event held today at Erin's Own GAC, Lavey.  Year 14 Sports Studies students from the St. Patrick’s College helped officiate the games.  We would like to extend our thanks to those student volunteers and to Mrs Mussen and Mr Hughes for facilitating this.
There was highly competitive spirit and great demonstration of skills from the 8 boys' teams and 9 girls' football teams.  Well done to everyone who participated and thank you to all the schools for taking part and making it such an enjoyable day despite the frosty and foggy weather!
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Camogie and Hurling Festival for the Five Feeder Primary Schools:
On the 2nd of December St.Brigid’s hosted its first camogie tournament for the St. Patrick’s cluster schools at Erin’s Own GAC Lavey.  All of the girls played with great skill and determination against every team they were put up against.  Well done to the five direct feeder schools that took part- it was a fantastic day for all!
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Staff Training:
In St Brigid’s P.S. we give a high priority to the professional development of all our staff.  Listed below is a number of training and development events attended by staff:

November	4th – 6th 	C C to First Aid Training
		5th 		Accelerated Maths Training
		6th 		P McC to First Aid Training
		7th 		P7 Teachers’ Cluster Meeting in St Brigid’s
		26th 		C V to Shared Education course on play
				Twilight – Standards and Assessment
December	4th 		Toe by Toe training in St Brigid’s
		6th 		S O’K to Shared Education training
		11th 		C V to Shared Education course on play 

Dates   For   Your   Diary:

· P1 New Intake forms to be in on or before Thursday 30th January 12:00 noon.

January		6th 	Whole school to Mass feast of the Epiphany
			8th 	South Derry Football Skills Test at Meadowbank
			21st 	Cumann na mBunscol Boys’ Hurling/Girls Football at Meadowbank
		26th – 31st 	Catholic Schools Week
			30th 	Dead line for New P1 applications 12noon
			31st 	St Brigid’s Crosses
February		5th 	Cumann na mBunscol Camogie/Boys’ Football at Meadowbank	
17th – 21st 	Mid Term Break
			26th 	Ash Wednesday – Whole School to Mass
March			3rd 	All County Cumann na mBunscol Quiz in Owenbeg		
9th 	First Confessions
11th – 13th 	P7 Residential – East Coast Adventure Centre, Rostrevor	
16th – 17th 	St Patrick’s Day break
	25th 	South Derry Cross Country at St Patrick’s College
	28th 	Confirmation at 3pm in St Mary’s Church Lavey
April		9th – 17th 	Easter Holidays
May			4th 	May Day Holiday
			18th 	South Derry Boys’ Football Championship Day 1 at Glen
			19th 	South Derry Boys’ Football Championship Day 2 at Glen
		25th – 26th 	May Holiday
June			3rd 	South Derry Girl’s Football Championship Day at Glen		
6th  	First Holy Communion in St Mary’s Church Lavey
			18th 	South Derry Track and Field at Meadowbank
			30th 	School Term Ends

[image: ][image: Description: C:\Users\mmceldowney660\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\C8FIMD22\HappyHolidaysLights[1].gif]CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
On Friday 20th December school closes at 1:00pm for Christmas Holidays 
     and reopens again on Monday 6th January 2020.  The Principal, Staff and
     Pupils of St Brigid’s P.S. wish everyone a Happy and Holy Christmas and 
     a Prosperous New Year.
[image: Image]Child Protection and Safeguarding
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Our most important duty in St Brigid’s is to keep all our 
children safe.  All our families received a copy of our 
Safeguarding information in September.  Remember if you 
have concerns about the safety of any of our pupils speak 
to our specialist staff:

Mrs Cathy Donaghy										Mrs Paula McCrum
       P3 Teacher										   P1/2 Teacher
Designated Teacher										   Vice-Principal
											   Deputy Designated Teacher

Recently some parents have endangered pupils by entering classrooms without express permission from the school office.  Remember:

NO ONE CAN ENTER THE SCHOOL BUILDING ONCE THE DOOR IS SECURED AT 9:15AM

If P1 or P2 children arrive at school after 9:15am and the gate is locked, you go to reception, sign the late book and either the Principal or Secretary will take your child to class.  You cannot escort your child to class.  SORRY!
 
Pupils in other classes P3 – P7 who arrive after 9:15am must be signed in at Reception by the accompanying adult – no exceptions.  Pupils should not go directly to Mobile Classrooms and press the Buzzer – they must be signed in.
As Santa Claus has again been very generous to the children of Lavey with lots of PS4s, Ipods, Ipads etc we urge you to be aware of your child’s online safety.
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